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From the Chairman
David Bloomberg
October Meeting: Picnic! Really!
OK, let’s try this one more time – we’re going to be having
our second annual picnic meeting this month. Please join us on
Sunday, October 6, at 4:00 at the beautiful house of Board
member Dave McMaster (and his gracious wife) on the outskirts of Springfield.
We will provide the main course, but desserts and side
dishes will be potluck. We encourage you to bring your significant others, of course! Please RSVP to Dave at 364-5353 no
later than Thursday, October 3 so we’ll know how many
people to expect. See the back of this newsletter for directions.
Last year we had a great time, and while we had a little trouble
organizing it earlier this year, I hope to see you all there!

Notes from the September Meeting
Speaking of seeing everybody, I was quite happy at the
turnout for our September meeting, and want to thank Professor
Karen Bartelt for a very interesting presentation on “Intelligent
Design.” We saw some members who we hadn’t seen in a while
and had a good turnout of new people as well. I hope everybody
enjoyed it as much as I did. We are working on getting other
speakers on similar topics, since this is one that just won’t go
away.
Remember, if you have an idea for a speaker (or, indeed,
you want to speak yourself), please let me know. E-mail me at
chairman@reall.org!
That’s about it for now. I have more to discuss about one
thing I’ve been up to this past month, but you’ll have to check
out my article on the moon hoax in this issue to read all about
it.
See you at the picnic!

A Nod to Our Patrons
REALL would like to thank our patron members. Through their extra
generosity, REALL is able to continue to grow as a force for critical
thinking in Central Illinois. To become a patron member of REALL, please
use the membership form insert. Patron members are:
Karen Bartelt,
Washington
David Bloomberg,
Springfield
David Brown,
Danville
Alan Burge, D.D.S.,
Morton
Bill Hahm,
Bloomington
Charles Hanson,
Springfield
Wally Hartshorn,
Springfield
Bob Ladendorf,
Springfield

John Lockard, Jr.,
Urbana
Stephen & Elaine Mayer
Springfield
David McMaster,
Dawson
Bill Mellon,
Valparaiso, Indiana
Jim Rosenthal,
Springfield
Doug Smith,
Springfield
Melanie Wojtulewicz,
Chicago
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(“Messages from Beyond” continued from page 1)

The Responses
I found that the responses fell into several broad, sometimes overlapping, categories:
1) Banal Responses. These typically gave very general information that said little of substance or that likely apply to
most people (e.g., “you are sometimes moody”), or that common sense would suggest (e.g., “Grandpa had health problems”), or words of encouragement (i.e., “Dad says he loves
you”). At times seemingly specific information was given by
the medium, such as when the first medium said, “You like to
be by water, especially moving water.” Of course, most people
like to be by moving water: a waterfall, a beach, a lake, a river,
etc. Still water, such as from a puddle or toilet, usually doesn’t
stir people’s emotions the way moving water does.
Banal responses such as this are curious because they bring
up the question of why, during the rather remarkable experience
of actually delivering messages from beyond death, the dead
person would bother to bring up such trite information such as
that the subject likes water or gets moody. I hope that if I am
ever truly contacted by a loved one from the spirit world, I will
get messages of somewhat greater importance.
2) “Fishing Expeditions.” These are responses in the form
of questions, designed to elicit a positive identification from the
subject (e.g., “do you know anyone with a ‘J’ or ‘G’ in their
name?”). Frequently the mediums started out motioning to
whole sections and groups of people, thereby increasing their
odds of getting a “hit.” The more people they can apply their
information to, the more likely it is that someone out of that
fifty or a hundred people will have an uncle named Frank or a
cat that died.
3) Incorrect Responses. On the rare occasions when the
mediums do get specific, these responses are sometimes incorrect (e.g., “you have stomach problems”). In those wrong answers, the mediums frequently went to great — and at times
comical — lengths to rationalize why their obviously wrong
response was in fact correct. The subject usually backs down or
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accepts the response, not wanting to embarrass the medium or
make a scene.
4) Detailed Responses. At times the mediums described
specific or vivid images, for example “a lady played checkers
with you” — which was wrong, or “do you have another grandfather who speaks French?” — which was right. For the sake of
brevity I have omitted a few of the banal and fishing responses
in favor of discussing information that the subjects could verify.
In some places I have added my comments, but the reader is
invited to read over the responses to make their own judgments.

The First Medium
The first medium, a woman from Rochester, New York,
told her first subject that “I see you are a friend of animals...
You need to protect your heart more... You help others, but you
need to take care of you.” (Banal responses: Most women like
animals, and likely everyone can think of a relationship where
he or she should have “protected their heart more,” however
each person may interpret the phrase.)
She told the second subject about an Uncle Al who wore a
suit from the 1950s and a fake diamond ring. When the subject
replied that she had no uncle named Al, the medium hedged, “I
don’t know if it is your uncle.... But he is coming to you because you are in turmoil and will be facing a choice.... Go with
your heart.” (Banal and detailed but incorrect responses: Most
people constantly face some sort of choice in their lives. And
why would the spirit of someone else’s Uncle Al appear?)

The Second Medium
The second medium, a thin blonde woman in her sixties,
started out by motioning to the left-hand side of the benches.
“Somebody in these first four rows...” she said. “Somebody
from out of town? Somebody who is watching your house?”
The forty or so people in those rows looked at each other with
puzzlement for about five seconds. No one fit that description.
Luckily for the medium, a black woman sitting eight rows
back — about 100 feet away — pointed to her daughter and
said, “She was sitting there.” The medium nodded as if she had
been correct and continued her reading, promising good health.
(Apparently the spirits get confused when someone simply gets
up and moves. If that’s true, one wonders how the spirits keep
track from person to person and group to group.)
She pointed to another subject, a man, saying, “Somebody
with glasses… Or going to get glasses… Or needs glasses.”
Though this description will fit most people, it apparently
meant nothing to the man. The medium was unlucky enough to
select one of the 20 percent or so of the population who has
good vision. Finally the medium gave up and moved on, saying,
“It has nothing to do with glasses. I am getting colored
(“Messages from Beyond” continued on page 4)

We need more articles for the newsletter.
— Wally Hartshorn, Editor, The REALL News
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names….” (Fishing and detailed but incorrect responses: If the
message has “nothing to do with glasses,” why did she repeatedly ask about them?)
“Green or Brown or White?” she called to the group in
front of her. A woman raised her hand and said her last name
was White. “Do you have a wedding to get to?” the medium
asked. The subject responded yes, and the medium asked if she
knew why she was going to the wedding. The subject didn’t
respond (or perhaps didn’t understand the question), so the medium finished up by telling her that she would spend more on
the wedding than she had planned to. (Banal and detailed correct responses: The color question is clever, and almost guaranteed to get positive responses. Not only does it cover anyone
named Green, Brown, or White, but possibly [for example]
Whyte, Wight, Black, Redd, and the female first name Violet.
Possible “hits” might be generated if a deceased loved one was
known for favoring any particular color, or for example for
wearing a favorite white suit, hat, or other piece of clothing.
The medium was correct about the wedding, though out of a
crowd of 200 it’s likely that at least a few had been invited to weddings recently.)

The Third Medium
A thin, blonde British woman in
her sixties took over, and her first reading was for Joe Nickell. She told Joe
that “things will be coming together,
looking into the future with ideas of
your own....In three to four years you will be successful
with your own ideas.” She also mentioned that his father is looking down over him from above and that
“the business is the way to go.”
The next subject was told, “I feel you trying to
make new decisions... you are a good planner...
When you plan well, the outcome is good.” The
subject asked about her health, and was told “If
you do as you are told you will be fine.” (Banal
responses: Usually when you plan well, by
definition the outcome is good. The woman is
also told she will be healthy as long as she
does what she is told. But what does that
really mean? As long as she’s told by whom?
Friends? Family? Doctors? If the woman
smokes, is overweight, or drives without a seatbelt, she is already not doing what she has been “told” by medical experts.
Presumably the medium means to follow her doctor’s advice,
which is generally a good idea, but did she really need to contact the dead to get such commonsense advice? Note also that
the responsibility is thus placed on the patient: The medium is
essentially telling the subject that if she gets sick, it’s her own
fault.)

The Fourth Medium
A small Asian woman in a red dress began by calling on a
teenage girl in the front row. Apparently confirming special,
arcane knowledge she was getting from the spirit world, she
asked, “Are you in high school?” The girl nodded yes. The me-
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dium was pleased to confirm this obvious inference and gave
sage advice: “Don’t be talking about marriage or relationships....Dating is fine but don’t let boys control your
life.” (Banal responses.)
She then asked a man if he was an executive director. He
said no. “Do you work in an office?” “No.” “Do you wear a suit
at a desk, because I see a lot of paperwork on a desk.” Again
the man shook his head. “No.” “Did you start a new job?”
“Yes.” After getting one right answer out of four, the medium
seemed pleased with her success. “Well, I am right then,” she
proclaimed. (Detailed and incorrect responses: She did get one
right, but since the medium gave no time frame, the “new job”
could have begun weeks or months before.)
A woman was asked if she had a strong open relationship
with her mother. “Is she always there for you? Are you going
for your master’s [degree]?” The woman said yes, and the
medium told her she would do well at her job. (Banal
and detailed correct responses.)

The Fifth Medium
A heavyset blonde woman began
with a woman in front of her, saying, “I see a gentleman. His name
starts with an ‘H’....” When the
woman said she didn’t know anyone who had died whose name
began with an “H,” the medium
tried to salvage her reading: “This
is not him, someone like a nephew
to you… this person is a symbol of work, he
wants to be an entrepreneur.” She said the spirit
would guide the woman in her business. She also
spoke of “a lady who had hearing difficulty, but
never admitted it. She turned her head to hear....” At
this the woman enthusiastically agreed, recalling
an older person who did that. (Incorrect and banal
responses.)
To another woman, the medium said, “I am getting a woman who says she did work in an office. She wants to encourage you in the workplace.” The subject didn’t seem to understand, so
the medium explained that the dead woman had
had limited career opportunities as a young woman and
wanted to encourage the subject to take advantage of
women’s social progress. “I sense an old man who had dentures
that didn’t fit very well, and that you would walk around the
house and see dentures on the tables….” When that description
also didn’t match anyone she knew, the medium went on:
“Another man, I’m getting a ‘G.’ Greg? Gus? Garth? I’m getting a ‘Gr.’ … not a father, someone you wouldn’t have
known.” (Incorrect and fishing responses: The subject still didn’t know who the medium was talking about. And why would a
spirit of a person unknown to the subject show up at all? If I’m
going to the trouble to contact the dead, I’d want my relatives
and loved ones sending messages, not some stranger’s spirit
giving me information because he’s lonely or bored.)
For the next woman the medium claimed to hear messages
from an older woman. “A relative of yours passed with emphysema or cancer…. I’m getting a lady, an old-fashioned lady
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with a checkerboard.” (The subject was puzzled.) “She played
checkers with you when you were a little girl…. I’m getting an
‘L’... Ellen? Louise? Helen?” Once again, the woman knew no
one fitting that name. The medium went on: “Is there a man
with a lost limb? A lower leg with a cane?” (The subject shook
her head, unable to think of anyone like that.) “He had a problem with his head or emphysema...” The subject finally thought
of an old man who had died with a lung problem, and the medium added, “He is showing a move, maybe a real estate
move.” (Banal and detailed but incorrect responses.)

The Sixth Medium
The last medium, a large woman in denim with her hair in
a bun and bright red rimmed glasses, began by calling to a man
standing alongside the benches. “Do you
know anyone named Joe or Joseph?”
The man nodded and replied, “My
grandfather.” “Do you have another who speaks French?”
“My other grandfather,” the
man said, visibly impressed.
“You will do more work in
a creative field… you are
going to get a lot of offers,
but you have to pace yourself.” (Fishing and correct
responses.)
To an overweight
black woman near the back,
she asked “Do you know a
Meg or Megra?” The woman
said no. “I am seeing diabetes…. The person who passed
was not good at taking her medicine.” “I have diabetes,” the woman
said. (The medium nodded as though
the woman had confirmed her information.
But notice that the medium implied that the dead
person had diabetes, not the subject herself – and overweight blacks are at very high risk for diabetes.) The medium
continued: “It is about your female friend who you are concerned about, and her relationships. You have to get real clear,
it is not about love it is about what’s practical… she has to pay
attention to her future… make sure about the education, focus
on that.” (Banal and fishing responses.)
The final reading went to a man in the very back. “You
come from a family of go-for-its,” she said. The man nodded. “I
see a lot of problems in the stomach area, maybe stress... you
work with structured, legal things... but there is a part of you
that is very creative, you have an artistic lean to you. Are there
three projects going on now? (“Yes”) Is there something to do
in the house? (“Absolutely”) You’ll get it done. Just remember
to go out and have fun.” (Banal and detailed correct responses.)

Analysis
The readings relied a lot on the Barnum effect, in which
general statements applicable to everyone are thought to apply
specially to one person. This is seen in many sun sign horo-
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scopes, and works in part because people selectively recall instances which fit the trait or characteristic described. For example, if a medium or psychic tells you that you are good with
your hands or are a good planner, most people can recall times
when that was true of them and agree. But in doing so they ignore the other times when the opposite is also true.
As the crowd left, I overheard a conversation among three
women, one of whom had gone to a private session with a medium earlier that day. She was not pleased with her session,
claiming it to be “lousy” and “horrible.” The woman told her
companions, “She [the medium, confirming her spirit information] asked if I was Irish. I said, ‘No, I’m English,’ and she
said, ‘That’s close enough!’” Close enough for a Lily Dale
Spiritualist, perhaps, but not close enough for the subject, who
did not accept the medium’s clumsy attempt
to validate her incorrect answer. England
and Ireland are two very distinct and
separate countries and cultures —
in fact at sporadic war with each
other — and the woman was
offended at the medium’s response. Surely a deceased Brit
would feel the same way. The
response or message that
English and Irish were
“close enough” clearly came
not from the spirit of a dead
English person but a live
(and careless) American medium. More commonly, of
course, the messages are of
love and comfort, which are
sure bets coming from dead
loved ones. Many of the responses
seemed less like actual messages
from the dead than generic advice, timeworn platitudes, and reassuring sentiments.
In this regard responses from the dead are similar to responses from Facilitated Communication, the
discredited technique in which a helper (or facilitator) guides an
autistic child’s fingers to allow the child to communicate. In
this analogy, the medium represents the facilitator, and the dead
represent the autistic child, unable to speak for himself. A simple test was conducted to see where the message was coming
from (i.e., was the child really communicating, or was the facilitator generating the messages?). When the child was asked
questions that only he knew (but the facilitator didn’t), the child
was unresponsive or gave incorrect answers; similarly, when
the facilitator and child were shown two pictures, he only responded correctly when the same pictures were also seen by the
facilitator. In short, it was clear that the facilitators were fooling
themselves and simply typing out what they thought the child
would say. In the same way, (assuming for a moment that contacting the dead is impossible) mediums must make up, guess,
or infer what the dead would say to the listener.
All in all, the readings were fascinating. Though clearly
non-supernatural techniques were at work in generating responses, it does not necessarily follow that the mediums were
(“Messages from Beyond” continued on page 7)
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Moon Hoax Claim Leads from Punch to British Radio

O

by David Bloomberg

n September 11, Bloomberg news (no relation),
among many other sources, reported that former astronaut Buzz Aldrin did something a lot of skeptics have wanted to
do to various nuisances over the years — he punched Bart Sibrel, a promoter of the conspiracy theory that man never landed
on the moon. Apparently Sibrel was trying to do an ambush
interview with Aldrin, and the 72-year-old astronaut finally had
enough. Sibrel called Aldrin a “thief” for taking money regarding an interview for something he didn’t do (walking on the
moon). He wanted Aldrin to swear on a Bible that he had really
walked on the moon. Aldrin’s lawyer says the punch was in
self-defense, after being poked by said Bible.
According to a small article about the incident
in U.S. News & World Report, Aldrin has
been bombarded by congratulatory emails from other astronauts.
I have to say, I can’t blame
Aldrin. It’s bad enough to be
here sitting on the sidelines
while folks like Sibrel pawn
off their nonsense, claiming
huge conspiracies, making
bogus claims, etc. Ironically,
if anybody is to be called a
“thief,” I would have to point
the finger at those who make
money by promoting garbage
like this (Sibrel made his own
videos “proving” the moon
landing was a hoax — and you
know he’s not giving them away).
You have to also wonder what
Sibrel was trying to accomplish, besides publicity. If there was a grand conspiracy that has involved all of the necessary
people and has gone on for decades, does he really think he’s
going to expose it by asking somebody to swear on a Bible?
Actually, some former astronauts apparently have sworn on the
Bible for him — so why pester Aldrin? (This was at least the
third time he’d approached him in this manner.) I think I’ve answered my own question — he was trying, in fact, for publicity.
He got it.
And it wasn’t only him. The whole moon hoax industry got
the most publicity they’ve seen since the horrible Fox airings of
a show dedicated to that premise. You may recall back in the
August 2000 issue of this newsletter (Volume 8, #8), we reprinted a column I had done in March of that year for the online
Straight Dope. In it, I responded to a question that had been
sent in about moon hoax claims.
Well, The Guardian in England did an article on the moon
hoax claims. The writer read that column from the Straight
Dope website and somehow came to the conclusion that I had
been supporting claims of a hoax! No, I don’t know how he
managed that, but he referenced the article in his article as if

that were the case, and even claimed he had repeatedly called
The Straight Dope and not gotten an answer.
Ed Zotti, editor of The Straight Dope, immediately emailed The Guardian to point out this error. They put in a correction and added it at the bottom of the article on the website.
Ed Zotti contacted them again and asked to actually correct the
article. Instead, they just pulled it from their website. Incidentally, nobody can figure out just where this writer supposedly
called. He didn’t call me; he didn’t call Ed Zotti; he didn’t call
the Chicago Reader (which is the home newspaper of the column). I’d like to think that perhaps the writer received some
sort of punishment for such horrible journalism, but it being a
British tabloid, I tend to doubt it.
Meanwhile, BBC London Radio saw the article and
were planning to do a half-hour show devoted to moon-related things. This
was a standard DJ type show – the
same as you can find any given
morning here in Springfield. But
they wanted to talk to me about
the Straight Dope column. I
agreed and they called me on
September 19. I had to reread my own article to familiarize myself with it
again, and I also studied the
chapter in Philip Plait’s Bad
Astronomy book (reviewed
here in June of this year)
dealing with the moon hoax
claims, plus several pages
on the Bad Astronomy website
(www.badastronomy.com). Unfortunately, it seems they were more looking for quick
sound bites rather than good explanations, as they frequently interrupted me and peppered me with questions (this
after the host of the show had told me ahead of time that he
would just ask a couple leading questions and let me go from
there).
I did manage to explain the absence of stars in moon photos. Since that wasn’t in my original column, allow me to explain. Basically, the stars simply aren’t bright enough. Here on
Earth, we are used to having an atmosphere that scatters light
from the sun all around us. That’s not the case on the moon, so
the light simply comes down and reflects off the surface. Well,
if you’re taking a photo of a bright reflective surface with a fellow astronaut in a bright reflective suit, you want to have pretty
low exposure. In those low exposures, the stars simply did not
come out. No big conspiracy there. Indeed, if there was a big
conspiracy, and the stars should have been there, don’t you
think the government could have sprung for a few pinpoints of
light? Don’t you think the Russians — who were in a space
race with us at the time — might have noticed this and caught
the hoax?
(“Moon Hoax” continued on page 7)
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(“Messages from Beyond” continued from page 5)

being intentionally deceptive. A (perhaps too) charitable explanation is that techniques of cold reading are being used unconsciously. Many psychics and healers genuinely believe they
have paranormal powers, and there is no reason to assume that
mediums are any different. Mediums may in fact believe that
whatever images, messages, and feelings that pop into their
heads during spirit communication come not from themselves
but from the spirit realm.
As Nickell (2000) has noted, the shift in mediumship from
the physical (producing phenomena such as floating spirit trumpets, for example) to the mental has served as an effective way
to cloak the medium’s true intentions. Except in rare cases
where mediums admit fakery (as M. Lamar Keene did with his
book, The Psychic Mafia) or are caught at it, it is nearly impossible to tell if those claiming psychic powers actually believe in
their abilities or not. Regardless of whether the mediums themselves do, many visitors believe in — and act on — guidance
from the dead.
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(“Moon Hoax” continued from page 6)

Another point I had time to explain was the “fluttering”
flag. Why does it flutter if there is no wind? Conspiracists say
that would only happen here on Earth, with a breeze blowing.
Again, that’s not the case. When the flag was planted, an astronaut was holding the pole. Atmosphere or not, if you wobble a
pole holding a piece of cloth on it, it’s going to flutter. Plus,
Plait pointed out that the horizontal pole designed to hold the
flag on the first mission didn’t extend all the way, resulting in
the same sort of thing that would happen if you had a curtain
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Your Article Could Have
Been Here!
But you didn’t send it in! You’re
missing out on the many benefits of
being an author for The REALL
News:
Fame! (A little, anyway.)
Fortune! (Well, none, actually.)
Babes! (Try this pick-up line: “Hey,
babe, I’m a published author.”
Let me know how it works.)
Well, okay, so there aren’t that
many benefits to being an author
for The REALL News (other than the
fame bit; that’s sort of true). Still,
there is the satisfaction of knowing
that you’ve made the editor’s life
easier, and that’s really why we’re
all put on this Earth, aren’t we? (At
least I’m hoping so.)
If you’d like to know how to submit
an article, contact Wally Hartshorn
(editor@reall.org) or David
Bloomberg (chairman@reall.org).
Go ahead. Make our day!

that was too long for a window — it would fold a bit in the
middle and, in a still photo, would look like it’s fluttering. As it
turns out, future astronauts apparently liked this look and imitated it in later pictures.
The interview was supposed to be about 10 minutes long,
but seemed much shorter. Still, isn’t it interesting the path
things take? Buzz Aldrin punches a moon hoax conspiracist in
Beverly Hills and I end up on the radio in England. Let’s just
hope that’s the end of the publicity for this particular bunch of
fringe believers.
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Our Next Meeting
Potluck Picnic! (Really! We mean it this time!)
Join us for our second annual picnic meeting!
We’ll provide the main course, you provide the
desserts and side dishes . This will be at Dave
McMaster's house on the outskirts of Springfield.
RSVP to 364-5353 by October 3.
Directions: From Springfield, take I-72 to Exit 104
(just East of the K-mart on Clear Lake). Turn right at
the exit stop sign, and go 5 miles to the Whispering
Woods subdivision (it's on the right—there's a big
sign—can't miss it), then to 401 Blane Court (there are
only two streets).

www.reall.org

Dave McMaster’s House
401 Blane Court, Springfield, IL
Sunday, October 6, 4:00 PM

Rational Examination Association
of Lincoln Land (REALL)
P.O. Box 20302
Springfield IL 62708

Special Date
and Location!

