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& Update: Bennett Braun Case
c}\)e Poznanski Settles; Agrees to Testify Against Braun
Za by David Bloomberg

| he story of Bennett Braun and

his treatment of the Burgus fant
ily and countless others has never been a
straightforward one. But now it has taken
several new twists.

Asdiscussed in previous issues
(Vol. 6, No. 8-10; Vol. 7,No. 2 & 6), the
Illinois Department of Professional Regu-
lation filed a complaint against psychia-
trist Bennett Braun, aleader in the re-
pressed memory movement. They also
filed complaints against child psychiatrist
colleague, Elva Poznanski, and psycholo-
gist Roberta Sachs. The Braun proceed-
ingswere originally scheduled to bein
May, but they were postponed until No-
vember so the Burgus children would not
haveto missfinal exams. Also, as of May
26, Braun's attorney had not provided
any defense material to the prosecution,
asisrequired. The administrative judge
gave him until June 1 to provide this ma-
terial, or elseit would be disdlowed in the
proceedings. In response, Braun’s attor-
ney provided alittle information, but
asked for a60-day continuance to pro-
vide the rest. This despite the fact that
the attorney has had Braun’s case since
thecivil trial (at least a couple years ago).
The Sachs case has not been assigned a
hearing date yet.

The surprise, however, was that the
Poznanski case had been settled without
any action being taken against her license
to practice medicine. Thomas Glasgow,
chief prosecutor in this case, explained in
atelephone interview why they settled
with her.

A number of factors cameinto play
in this decision. The most important was

that Poznanski, unlike Braun and Sachs,
has only apparently been involved in
this one case that brought the com
plaint. The other two have had severa
complaints filed against them, and
played major rolesin the treatment of
those involved. Poznanski is a child

Glasgow noted that

Poznanski has already lost
much of her good reputation
because of this case, and as
part of the settlement, she
must step down as the head
of child psychiatry at Rush

psychiatrist who was brought in be-
cause of the treatment of the children.
She played aminor role in the grand
scheme of things and treated the chil-
dren as though they had been abused —
not asif they were part of a satanic cult.
In addition, Poznanski “took reme-
dial action” by withdrawing coopera-
tion from Braun and Sachs less than
halfway through the treatment, when
Braun allegedly brought gunsin with
the children. Up until then, she had
agreed to work with Braun dueto his

standing in the psychiatric community,
but she finally decided things had gone
too far. After that, she did keep the chil-
dren under her care because she did not
feel Patricia Burgus was afit mother at the
time. (Burgus was still under Braun's
care.)

Glasgow noted that Poznanski, in her
seventies, has already |ost much of her
good reputation because of this case, and
as part of the settlement, she must step
down as the head of child psychiatry at
Rush hospital. In addition, she will fully
cooperate with the prosecution in this
case — testifying against Braun and
Sachs — and also with any federal, state,
or local prosecutors that may undertake
further cases. (When asked if this meant
there were going to be further such cases,
Glasgow said heisnot at liberty to dis-
CusSs any cases or investigations that
might or might not be ongoing.)

In addition, the settlement mandates
that she writeto the Board of the lllinois
Department of Professional Regulation,
explaining what she did wrong and why.
And she can no longer work with any
form of recovered memory therapy or pa-
tients alleging satanic ritual abuse.

Glasgow said they agreed to take no
action against her license dueto her age,
her cooperation, and the fact that sheis

(Continued on page 5)
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From the Editor

% ; s ; elcome to another issue of The REALL News.

Thisissue begins with an exclusive report on are-
cent development in the Bennett Braun case, thanksto the on-
going efforts by David Bloomberg. Way to go, David!

Our other feature, “Dr. |sadore Rosenfeld’ s China Acu-
puncture Story Questioned,” comesto us courtesy of Gary Pos-
ner and the Tampa Bay Skeptics. Apparently we weren’t alone
in thinking this was a good story for reprinting— the new issue
of Skeptical Inquirer iscarrying the same article! Unfortu-
nately, by the time we learned thisit wastoo late to find are-
placement. Oh well. Not everyone getsS, anyway.

Thisissue also features a farewell retrospective from Bob
Ladendorf, who stepped down last month after being editor of
The REALL Newsfor six years! Bob has some thoughts about
the newsletter’ s past and future that are certainly worth read-
ing.

If you need some summer reading, be sure to begin by
reading the first in anew series of book recommendations.
David Bloomberg begins by explaining ascale that will be used
to rate books from oneto four stars. He then proceedsto rate
several books, using ascale from zero to five stars. A foolish
consistency isthe hobgoblin of little minds, | guess.©

Lastly, David Bloomberg brings us another installment (or
would “episode’ be more appropriate) of “REALLity Check.”

That’s all for this month. Everyone have a great | ndepend-
ence Day holiday! @

/]
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From the Chairman

s ; s ; ell, Skeptic Jeopardy was a hit! While turnout was-

n't quite asgood as I’ d hoped (it turned out to be a
bad day for several regular attendees), we had enough people
to play with two 3-player teams, a scorekeeper, and a host (that
would be me).

And what a battle it was! In the end, the scores seemed,
well, abit lopsided, but it wasfairly close for most of the game.
Thefinal score was: Wally, Dave, & Harry: 9000; Jim, Rich, &
Ken: -600.

| should note that Wally isnot just REALL’s editor and
webmaster, but also the webmaster of Skeptic News (www.
skepticnews.com), and thus had somewhat of an advantage in
that he israther immersed in the topics of skepticism almost
every day. In other words, even though two of the opposing
team membershad Ph.D.’s, it may still have been an unfair fight.
[ Note to myself: | must get a life. —Ed.]

Those of us who attended enjoyed it so much that we will
probably play again next year. So study up on your skepticism
and pay attention to the articlesin this newsl etter — you never
know when you might need that information!

I’d also like to extend a special thanksto Dave McMaster,
who put together a button system with lights to show who
“buzzed in” first to answer the questions. (He didn’t have buzz-
erson it yet, but might add them later.) Previous local skeptics
groups who played asimilar game didn’t have such a system

and encountered some play problemsin trying to do things dif-
ferently. Dave' s creation made it that much more fun!

July Meeting

On July 6 (back to our normal first-Tuesday schedule), we
will be featuring a videotaped presentation that Susan Black-
more gave to the Skeptics Society on her new book, The Meme
Machine.

Y ou may have seen my review of this book in the State
Journal-Register (if not, shame on you). To summarize, Black-
more has taken the concept of “memes” — originally proposed
by Richard Dawkinsin hisbook, The Selfish Gene, and greatly
expanded onit. A memeis, according to thistheory, areplicator
like agene, except it copiesideas and behaviors, not DNA.
Blackmore has proposed the use of memesto explain things like
the development of language and the expansion of pre-human
brain size. In her book she talks about meme-gene co-evolution
and al so times when the interests of memes might fight thein-
terests of genes. | found it an interesting discussion, and I'm
sure you will too.

(For those who find Blackmore' s name familiar, she used to
be more involved with studying near-death and out-of-body
experiences; we featured an article on her back in October 1993
and areview of her book on near-death experiencesin June
1994.) @

Book Recommendations

| his semi -regular column will fea-

ture very brief descriptions of
skeptic-related books | (and hopefully
others) have recently read, along with a
recommendation. This onewill be longer
than most, since I’ m catching up on
about 7 months of reading. If you'd like
to contribute arecommendation, please e-
mail it to me at chairman@reall.org.

Guide

* % % % : Fabulous, wonderful,
don’'t missit, etc.
* % % : Worth the read
* % Read it if you have
nothing better to do
*: Don't bother evenif you
have nothing better to do

Probability 1: Why There Must Be
Intelligent Lifein the Universe, by Amir

By David Bloomberg

Aczel (Harcourt Brace & Company,
$22): A book that seemsto have abit of
asplit personality. In parts, Aczel wants
to educate the general public asto why
there must beintelligent life out there
somewhere. In other parts, he uses
complex statistical equations that will
lose many readers. If you can make it
through, it’ s interesting, but hardly
Earth-shattering. * *

Unweaving the Rainbow: Science,
Delusion and the Appetite for Wonder,
by Richard Dawkins (Houghton Mifflin,
$26): Dawkins wants the public to better
understand science. One problemis
that the public often perceives science
as destroying the charm of a mystery
(such as by unweaving the rainbow
into different wavelengths of light).
Dawkins argues that thisis not true at
all, and describes the poetry of science.
Heis perhaps at his best in showing
how pseudoscience is* meaningless

pap” compared to real science.
* % % %k K (Yes, that'sright, it goes off
thescale)

Noah's Flood: The New Scientific
Discoveries About the Event that
Changed History, by William Ryan and
Walter Pitman (Simon & Schuster, $25): A
book that would have been better as an
article, the authors do present somein-
triguing information, but do so in aformat
that is almost guaranteed to bore the
reader. They contend that the myth of
Noah's flood was based on stories told
by people forced out of their homes when
the Black Seaflooded in pre-historical
times. The evidence seemsfairly solid,
though not 100% certain (there are appar-
ently some underwater archaeol ogical
explorations going on right now to look
for further info), but the reader has to
plow through so much unnecessary ver-
biage that it’sjust not worth it.x %

(Continued on page 5)
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Dr. Isadore Rosenfeld's China
Acupuncture Story Questioned

s ; s ; hat's wrong with this pic-
ture?" That familiar refrain

cameto mind as | wasreading the para-
graph, in Dr. Isadore Rosenfeld's August
16, 1998, Parade magazine article about
acupuncture, in which he describes an
extraordinary Chinese operation wit-
nessed by himin the 1970s. That same
guestion echoed upon my inspection of
the accompanying picture — adocumen-
tary photograph of that operation, taken
by the author himself.

Dr. Rosenfeld, a cardiologist and
professor of medicine, has appeared on
national TV talk/interview shows since
the 1960s, and has authored several
books, including the 1996 best-selling Dr.
Rosenfeld's Guide to Alternative Medi -
cine. Upon locating the book, | found a
discussion of the operation in question
on pages 30-32. My quotations herein are
from the Parade article, the book, and
several e-mail communicationsto mefrom
Rosenfeld.

Accompanied on his Chinatrip by
several other prominent American physi-
cians (now deceased), the Rosenfeld
party watched as a 28-year-old femae
patient was wheeled into an operating
room at the University of Shanghai and
prepped for heart surgery to repair her
mitral valve. But in lieu of standard anes-
thesia, a practitioner placed "an acupunc-
ture needlein her right earlobe” (per Pa-

by Gary P. Posner, M.D.

rade), with an electrode attached to
supply amild electrical current.

Rosenfeld observed as "the sur-
geon ... cut through the ... breastbone
with an electric buzz-saw [and] her
chest was split in two [and] spread
apart with alarge clamp to expose the
heart" (per his book). Rosenfeld shortly
thereafter snapped the photograph that
appears in Parade (it was not used in
the book). Because Rosenfeld has de-
nied me permission to reprint his photo-
graph, TBSReport's Don Addis has
faithfully reproduced itsimage, whichis
rotated 90 degrees counterclockwise
(see sketch).

Only the patient's face and incision
are visible through the gapsin the sur-
gical sheets. Let us assume, asthe
photo appears to indicate, that her head
isessentially "face up" as opposed to
being significantly rotated right or left.
(Her eyes are focused to her left, asif
sheis attempting to observe the opera-
tion but cannot rotate her head.) Draw-
ing avertical line down the midline of
her body, the operative field appears to
be displaced far to the patient's | ft,
rather than being centered where the
breastbone and heart are situated. In
fact, it appears so far to the left asto
exist beyond the border of the patient's
body (see 2nd sketch by Don Addis).
There does not appear to be any appre-
ciable distortion in the photo such as
might be encountered from the use of a
wide-angle lens.

Rosenfeld says that this apparent
leftward displacement "must be due to
the angle at which [the photo] was
taken" (per e-mail to me). He teased me
with the fact that one of the others pre-
sent (Dr. Wilbur Gould, ENT) had also
taken photos and that hiswidow ". . .
no doubt hasall his. . . picturesin her
possession.” But he would not assist
me in contacting her to obtain the pho-
tographs for review, saying that he did
not wish to "participate in your project
to prove that my four colleagues and |

did not see what we saw."

In addition to the photographic
oddities, | asked Dr. Rosenfeld how such
surgery could have been performed with-
out artificial ventilation: With the chest
split open as described, the negative
pressure produced by chest-wall expan-
sion could not be created, the lungs
would collapse, and the patient asphyx-
ate. | pointed out other problems aswell,
which are explored in amore extensive
article on this matter that | have co-
authored with Dr. Wallace Sampson, ten-
tatively planned for publication in the
Fall/Winter 1999 issue of The Scientific
Review of Alternative Medicine.

| suggested to Dr. Rosenfeld that his
party may have been taken in by a hoax
perpetrated for propaganda purposes—a
well-documented propensity of the Chi-
nese during the Cold War. But Rosenfeld
scoffed at the notion (as he doesin his
book), and suggested that | contact Dr.
Michael DeBakey, one of the world's fore-
most cardiac surgeons, who "witnessed a
similar procedure one year later [and] can
explain your legitimate technical ques-
tions about ventilatory support. | spoke

Rosenfeld observed as
"the surgeon ... cut through
the ... breastbone with an
electric buzz-saw [and] her
chest was split in two [and]
spread apart with a large

with himyesterday . . . " (per hise-mail). |
asked Dr. Sampson to speak with DeBa-
key on our behalf, and the results of that
interview were quite enlightening.
DeBakey informed Sampson that
despite his conversation with Rosenfeld
of just afew days earlier, he had neither
read Rosenfeld's accounts of the opera-
tion nor seen his photograph, and he was
thus unconversant with the precise de-
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tails that were of concern to us. Asfor his
own experiencein China, DeBakey re-
called that the mitral valve surgery that he
had witnessed involved a patient who, it
turned out, had been given pre-op medi-
cation intravenously prior to having the
acupuncture administered. Additionally,
DeBakey told Sampson that artificial ven-
tilation had not been needed in the opera-
tion that he saw because it had been per-
formed through an incision between two
right ribs, thus sparing one (the left) lung.
He added that, in his opinion, amidline,
split-breastbone approach, such as de-
scribed by Rosenfeld, would likely cause
both lungs to collapse, just as we had
suspected.

Before | knew of Dr. Sampson's own
interest in this case, at about thetime
was initiating my correspondence with
Dr. Rosenfeld, Sampson had written to
Parade editor Larry Smith (Rosenfeld is
the magazine's health editor), pointing out
some of the incongruities noted herein
(and others) and asking how he might
assist Parade in rectifying "the incorrect
impressions given by the article." Samp-
son, a professor of medicine at Stanford
University and editor in chief of The Sci-
entific Review of Alternative Medicine,
did not receive the courtesy of areply.

A few additional observationsarein
order with regard to the precision of Dr.
Rosenfeld's recollections and his atten-
tion to detail in recounting them. He ac-

knowledged to me that, not being a sur-
geon, he actually "did not pay any par-
ticular attention at the time to the surgi-
cal technique used.” He saysinhis
book (contrary to the Parade version)
that "needles" (plural) had been placed
in the patient's "left" (not "right™) ear-
lobe. He explained to me that this "was
atypo, which was not picked up since |
did not use the photo" in the book. But
theimage was presumably indelibly
imprinted in his mind. From the book: "I

g 1b

took acolor photograph of that memo-
rable scene: the open chest, the smiling
patient, and the surgeon's hands hold-
ing her heart. | show it to anyone who
scoffs at acupuncture.” Y et, the photo
clearly shows the surgeon's hands to
the lower-left of the patient's heart —
hardly another "typo.”

Toward the end of our correspon-
dence, Dr. Rosenfeld told methat, in
publicizing the Chinastory, hismotiva-

tion had simply been "to draw attention
to the possible use of acupuncture to
aleviate chronic pain and suffering.... |
thought acupuncture was worth looking
into. | still do, as does a panel convened
recently by the NIH.... | continue to keep
an open mind on the subject.” While|l
expressed my appreciation of that posi-
tion, | also conveyed my concern that
many of Parade's 80-plus-million readers
could easily have drawn a conclusion
that Rosenfeld says he did not intend —
that acupuncture appears to possess
my sterious and unexplained, perhaps
even supernatural, anesthetic properties.

To this point about the important
role that authorities such as Dr. Rosen-
feld play in educating the American pub-
lic on health-related issues, he replied,
"Asfar asyour fear that my readerswill
opt for acupuncture anesthesia during
heart surgery, | think | can reassure you
not to worry about it." Oh. Well, never
mind, then.

Reprinted with permission fromthe
Tampa Bay Skeptics Report, Vol. 11, No.
4, Spring 1999.@

(Continued from page 1)

the least culpable of the three. He noted
that having somebody from the “inside”
of thistherapy will be a powerful piece of
testimony that overrides any need to
prosecute her separately. He said it fur-
thers the Department’ s aims and goalsin
this case to have Poznanski testify
against Braun and Sachs. Also, the Bur-
gus family — the victimsin this case —
were consulted and agreed before the
settlement was reached.

Glasgow took painsto point out that
he would never make adeal like thiswith
Braun, and the only thing he would settle
for, should Braun seek adeal, would be
the indefinite suspension of Braun’s i-
censeto practice medicine—which is
what he hopes to gain from prosecuting
Braun anyway.®

(Continued from page 3)

Reaching to Heaven, by JamesVan
Praagh (Dutton, $22.95): As| discussed
at one of our meetings, Van Praagh’s
new book is simply bursting with non-
sense packaged to sell. While his mes-
sage is comforting in some ways, it is
also horrifying when viewed from both
sides (if you have cancer, it’s your fault
for not thinking happy thoughts). He
argues against rational thinking, which
isnot surprising since if more people
thought rationally, his sales would de-
crease accordingly. O Stars (Yes, this
one goes off the scale too.)

The Complete Idiot’ s Guide to Be-
ing Psychic, by Lynn A. Robinson and
Lavonne Carlson-Finnerty (Alpha
Books, $18.95): Anincredible collection
of nonsense portrayed asreality. It's
frankly difficult to understand how the
authors could really believe al this stuff
and still function in society. Did you

know that in Alabama, a*“ glittering, 12-
foot-tall Liberace, along with his equally
oversized piano, descended to Earth from
abanana-shaped spacecraft” in 19897
The authors do, and count thisas an un-
explained mystery of the paranormal.
That’ sjust thetip of the iceberg. Sur-
prise: 0 Stars

The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Tarot
and Fortune-Telling, by Arlene Tognetti
and Lisa Lenard (AlphaBooks, $16.95):
Not quite as bad in content asBeing Psy-
chic, but still horriblein itsown way. The
card descriptions are vague and virtually
meaningless, yet they take 140 pagesto
discuss them. Even abeliever in Tarot
would find this almost useless, asthere
are better Tarot books out there. (Thanks
to Derek Rompot for additional info on
thisone.) O Stars

[To-Do List: Explainto David
proper use of rating scale. —Ed.] @
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A History of Skepticism

Those of you in the Springfield area
are probably aware of the State Journal-
Register’s series, “A Springfield Cen-
tury.” Init, current SIR reporters (by far
mostly Doug Pokor ski, but occasionally
others) take alook back at storiesfrom
1900 onwards.

The June 20 story, written by Pokor-
ski, looked back to an article that ap-
peared on the same datein the Illinois
State Journal in 1913. This article, by
Octavia Roberts, took a skeptical look at
fortunetellers.

Even then, Roberts wondered why
so many people wanted to have their for-
tunestold. And she found her answer in
astartlingly honest fortune teller who
said, “I tell everyone what they want to
hear.” If only today’s “psychics’ were so
forthright!

Roberts further explained that the
fortune teller talks about the subjects of
most interest to the customer — the life of
that customer! “No wonder there have
been fortune tellers since the beginning
of theworld,” she says.

| was glad to see not only that are-
porter had been skeptical even then, but
that the skepticism was brought forward
to today’ sreader.

Unfortunately, it was run two weeks
after SIR reporter Dave Bakkeincluded
an unexplained remark about the late
Greta Alexander in an article about an
unprosecuted attack (6/6). Near the be-
ginning of the story, Bakke said, “Before
psychic Greta Alexander died, she was
consulted by [the victim]. Alexander’s
theory was close to what the policein-
vestigation eventually revealed. But psy-
chic vibrations aren’t evidence.”

He certainly got the last part right,
but never explained what the supposed
theory was, what was actually said, etc. It
was just sort of left hanging there, auto-
matically implying to the reader that it
was as true as anything else in the article,
but never supported with a shred of evi-
dence. Frankly, it was arather strange
piece in an otherwise normal article. Per-

REALLIity Check
by David Bloomberg

haps Bakke should have consulted with
Ms. Roberts.

No Surprise

In the category of “newsthat isn’t
news,” aChicago Tribune article noted
that yet another report has concluded
that silicone breast implants do not
cause systemic diseases like lupus,
connective tissue diseases, etc. (6/21).

This one was put out by The Insti-
tute of Medicine, the medical arm of the
National Academy of Sciences, and
therefore has some amount of prestige
behind it. It follows reports from other
scientists, including panels appointed
by federal judgesin Alabamaand Ore-
gon.

The Today show, on NBC (6/22),
even discussed this non-news, with
Katie Couric talking to two doctors, one
who agreed with the report and one
who danced around her opinions.
Couric seemed to be doing her best to
get one of them to come out against the
study. The doctor who was dancing
avoided directly answering Couric's
questions about the systemic diseases,
and kept coming back to the localized
problems (breast scarring and harden-
ing, problems with mammaography,
etc.) — which nobody really is arguing
against. That doctor eventually finished
by making aclassicillogical statement
about how Dow Corning had settled
instead of fighting to prove their inno-
cence, asif thishad any bearing on the
facts of the cases. Thesimplefactis
that Dow Corning had already lost sev-
eral suits and had no reason to believe
the future juries would be any better at
distinguishing cause and effect from
chance; it wasthusin their financial
interest to settle (indeed, they had al-
ready declared aform of bankruptcy
when it happened) rather than continue
to fight — even if they knew they were
right. Thetravesty isthat the courts
moved too quickly for the science, and
juriesdecided in favor of the poor sick
women and against the big evil corpora-
tion.

NBC' s chief science correspondent,
Robert Bazell, addressed thisfairly well in
his segment before Couric’sinterviews.
First they showed an actress who said
she knows her implants caused her lupus,
so there. But Bazell pointed out that it's
simply not that easy — that you can’t
base such a cause-and-effect statement
on asingle case, but must look at the sta-
tistical rates of disease in those women
with implants and those without. Those
studies show no greater incidence of
these types of diseasesin women with
implants. Just because two things happen
to agiven person does not mean one
caused the other (correlation is not cau-
sation).

Considering how little useful infor-
mation was passed along by Couric’s
interview, | was glad to see Bazell’ s good
report come first.

Later, the Tribune’ s editorial folks
got into the act, (6/25). They noted, “If
the nation’ s civil courtsrelied always on
rational thought, empirical evidence and
scientific fact to determine the validity of
legal complaints, then the newest find-
ings of an expert scientific committee
would certainly signal the end of litiga-
tion over the medical risks of breast im-
plants.” They further stated, though, that
if that were the way courts worked, the
“outrageously expensive and badly mis-
guided” suits would have stopped years
ago.

The Tribune also went a step further
in listing some of the costs of these
claims, including: women who want sili-
cone breast implants (whether for simple
enlargement or after a mastectomy) either
cannot get them or have avery difficult
time getting them due to a 1992 FDA
moratorium; Dow Corning was forced to
declare bankruptcy in 1995; many women
with these diseases may not have sought
proper treatment because they believed
their illsto come from the implants; and
the financial effects on implant makers
may deter future development of lifesav-
ing medical devices, especially those
made with silicone.

The editorial ended by noting cor-
rectly, “this has been about law, not
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From There to Eternity

Havi ng ended asix-year stint in
May as your newsletter editor, |

passed the torch back to Wally Harts-
horn, who first edited The REALL News
when he, Chairman David and | formed
REALL. Despite the many deadline
crunches and lack-of-sleep-due-to-late-
night-editing/typesetting marathons, |
have been proud of the fact that we coop-
eratively managed to produce 8- to 12-
page newsletters monthly (with two dou-
ble issues) — afeat that few, if any, local
skeptic groups have matched.

Through the years, we've brought
you many fascinating articles on alien
phenomena by the prolific Martin Kott-
meyer, and one of them was reproduced
in CSICOP's "Skeptical Briefs' newsdletter.
There was the ongoing controversies
with therapeutic touch and fal se memo-
ries. Feature articles on most skeptic top-
ics— from alien abductionsto urban leg-
ends — have appeared. Chairman David
has brought us memorable "REAL Lity
Checks" that praised and skewered vari-

by Bob Ladendorf

ous mediafor their reporting on para-
normal and pseudoscientific subjects.
Book reviews, weird Web sites, even a
three-part series on tabloid coverage of
these subjects by yourstruly have
filled the pages of The REALL News, dl
in support of REALL'smission to en-
hance critical thinking in Central Illinois.
The newsletter, along with the monthly
meetings, unofficial Web site and con-
tacts with other skeptic organizations
and conferences have helped all of us
become alittle wiser.

My only real disappointment has
been the lack of feedback from our read-
ers, members and supporters. | suppose
that | could look at the near absence of
feedback as an indication that our read-
ers are happy with our efforts. That may
be, but voluntarily producing monthly
newsletters and meetingsin our spare
time outside of jobs and family lifeis
exhausting. We are always open to arti-
cle suggestions, articleswritten by our
members, |etters to the editor, newspa-
per clippings, suggestions for speakers

or activities, and volunteers to help make
those activitiesareality. Alas, only a
handful have ever done the real physical
work needed to make REALL an active
organization.

That said, | am nevertheless quite
grateful for the continuing financial sup-
port provided by our members. Many of
you renew year after year, and many live
outside the Central lllinoisarea. So | do
understand that the only support you can
giveisfinancial. For that support, many
thanks.

AsWally continuesto edit the news-
letter into the future, do consider provid-
ing any additional help or suggestions
that come to mind. It's been agreat start,
and | look forward to working with you to
fight the ongoing battles against irra-
tional thinking, superstitions, and un-
founded paranormal and pseudoscientific
beliefsthat have no placein arational
future.

— Bob Ladendorf isthe secretary-
treasurer of REALL. @

medicine — and certainly not justice.”

No Worry Dolls, Be
Happy

The Chicago Tribune also reported
on acourt case that mostly deals with
church-state separation, but also deals
with the teaching of superstition in the
classroom. Surprisingly, | agreed with
every part of theruling!

It started off as one of those silly
cases of parents claiming agameis
“satanic.” Inthis case, the gamein ques-
tion was Magic: The Gathering. Severa
parents complained about that game, and
then brought other problems at the
school into the mix. Among those things
were yoga lessons, teaching about a
Hindu god, selling “worry dolls,” and
Earth Day rituals at an altar.

The judge ruled against the parents
on Magic and yoga (somewhat to the
dismay of the parents who were certain
the game taught some weird satanic relig-
ion), but for them on several others. The

main one of interest to usisthe use of
“worry dolls” —small stick and yarn
figures made by studentsin class and
then sold in a school store asaway to
keep bad dreams away.

The judge said, “ The business
with the worry dollsisarank example of

teaching superstition to children of a
young and impressionable age.”
Hooray for the judge! @

A Nod to Our Patrons

REALL would like to thank our patron members. Through their extra generosity,
REALL isableto continue togrow asaforcefor critical thinking in Central Illinois.
To become a patron member of REALL, please use the membership form insert.

Patron members are:

David Bloomber g, Springfield
David Brown, Danville

Alan Burge, D.D.S., Morton
David Gehrig, Champaign
CharlesHanson, Springfield
Wally Hartshorn, Springfield
William T. Kabisch, Springfield

Bob L adendorf, Springfield
John Lockard, Jr., Urbana

Bill Mellon, Valparaiso, Indiana
James Rosenthal, Springfield
Doug Smith, Springfield
Richard Walker, Springfield
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Our Next Meeting
Video: The Meme Machine
By Susan Blackmore

Imagine a world full of brains, and far more
ideas than can possibly find homes. Which
ideas are more likely to find a safe home and
get passed on again?

Susan Blackmore presents a theory of evolu-
tion by memetic selection, where memes are
idea replicators that propagate like genes.
Blackmore's theory includes memes as
spurring on human brain evolution and even

language.
Springfield, lllinois
Lincoln Library (7th & Capitol) Free and Open
www.reall.org Tuesday, July 6, 7:00 PM to the Public

Rational Examination Association
of Lincoln Land (REALL)

P.O. Box 20302

Springfield IL 62708




